Class Communicators Meeting (Minutes)

Monday 4th April 6pm-7pm

Present: Mrs Stafford, Mrs Bierton, Sarah Putland, Kate Statham, Jill Valentine, Rachel Kirby, Mrs Ramsbottom, Fiona Costello

The main area for discussion was the building work, and the lack of space in the playground. It was not felt to be a problem at playtime as these were now staggered. At lunchtime space is at a premium, this can not be staggered as kitchen staff are employed by Chartwells and their hours cannot be increased by the school.

Teachers have kindly offered to run lunchtime clubs which include Art, Games, Chess & Homework (for KS2) and Y6 are able to use the ICT suite for Sam Learning.
KS1 are able to use the Quad (space permitting) and Miss Ashworth’s classroom. Vulnerable children have a card system which enables them to get into school at lunchtime if they feel the need to come off the playground.
· Suggestions

Could the space in front of school be utilised? No, the security gates must be kept locked for the health and safety of the children. The front gates are used for fire escape purposes so cannot be locked, and it is the only way for visitors to gain access to the school plus there is a car park at the far end of the school.

Utilise the church field – Mrs Stafford will ask the vicar to see if this is possible (for afternoon PE). Staff can then staff to be offered sessions for outdoor PE afternoon providing the legal adult/child ratio can be kept for taking children out of school. 

Class communicators to gather parent volunteers to help – it was noted parents would have to be able to commit to sessions so children were not disappointed. (CRB checks would be needed)
Using the field at lunchtime is not an option, as there is not enough lunchtime supervisor cover available to provide legal adult /child ratio for taking children out of school.

After Spring Bank  all KS2 & Reception will (hopefully) move into the new building, KS1 will stay in the original building, but likely to be shuffled around within it.
Building work is on schedule, the only hold up reported was the new Reception class roof which had not arrived.

Classes will be mixed up again, and they may be more movement of teachers, but those affected last year will probably not move this year.
Mrs Stafford reported the school budget was not looking wonderful for September. The budget is partly set on how many children are in school – taken from the January census done in schools. Obviously we will potentially have 30 extra children in September (moving from 420 – to 450 children with the expansion), Mrs Stafford has a meeting with the LA to discuss extra funding. It is looking likely that all 90 September place will be taken with more wanting to appeal.
The lack of residential weeks for KS2 was raised. The problem was that a lot of staff now had young families and were unable to commit to going away.

The group had a quick tour to look at playground space when building work was completed and agreed it was not going to be as bad as first anticipated.
