ABBEY LANE PRIMARY SCHOOL


Newsletter 5 for Parents and Children
	Welcome back to everyone and a Happy New Year


We all hope everyone had a lovely holiday break and all the batteries are recharged again for this coming year. The dates are set out for you at the end of the newsletter and I hope you will be able to add the events into your New Year Planners too.
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Welcome to all the new Foundation children. We hope that they will be very happy at Abbey Lane. Everyone is determined to make their start a happy one, which sets them on their journey through the school. Please do take the time to read through the letters and mail which is sent home, as this can help you pick up on all the information which helps support your child in Abbey Lane.  Please also remember that you can speak with the class teacher when you have any concerns. Appointments can always be made if the time at the beginnings of the day is too busy. Don’t be tempted to leave your concern until Parents Evening. 
Holiday Authorisation

If you need to take your children out of school during term time then a form requesting authorisation needs to be collected from the office. Absences from school must be requested in advance and will only be granted if certain criteria are met. If your child falls below the 90% attendance level the request will usually be of an unauthorised status. This is the school policy but any special circumstances can be reviewed at governors meetings through the year.
Please note that authorised absence is given for up to 10 days (20 sessions) per year. However, we do not authorise absence during the SAT test weeks, or for the first two weeks in September.

School Dinners
The cost of school dinners for the Spring Term will be £1.65 per day and £8.25 per week.
New menus are available for parents and children to choose from.
School Milk

We were approached by a few parents before Christmas who expressed their concern about the lack of consistent milk provision. We have contacted the suppliers, Dairy Crest, highlighting the issue and they have sent the following reply:
Dear  Mrs Shevill,
We are sorry that on a number of  recent occasions the non delivery of fluoridated milk cartons has caused your school inconvenience.

We can confirm that due to a number of operational factors, including a technical problem at our Liverpool Dairy, the production of fluoridated milk in cartons has been interrupted on a number of occasions. We regret that your school has been disappointed and we assure you that we will do everything possible to overcome the various problems which have brought  this about.

Yours sincerely,

P.E. Owen
Let us hope we have a better service in 2008.

First Aid

Please note that medication cannot be automatically administered in school. If a child needs to take any dosage of any kind, this has to be supervised by our qualified first aider. All parents must speak with Mrs. C. Greaves and not the class teachers. This is to ensure that all correct first aid procedures are followed. Thank you for your support in this matter.

As you are aware many families nationwide have been hit by the virus called Noro virus which has symptoms of sickness and diahorrea. The advice from our Director of Health is that children should follow the general hygiene rules. We encourage the children to use the anti bacterial handwash solution after using the toilet areas. If your child has any of the symptoms, the medical advice is to keep children away from school for 48 hours AFTER the symptoms have cleared. 
Staffing
Welcome back to Mrs. Rodrigo who has returned to work this term. A very warm welcome to Mr. Robinson who is a permanent member of the Abbey Lane Staff and part of the Senior Leadership Team. He is currently working in the Y5 class. We also wish Mrs. Duncan the very best as she starts her maternity. 
Help and support should the bad weather hit Abbey Lane Primary School
This information is just to help us all to be prepared in the event of snow or heating problems!

If the school had to close, for any reason, we are able to put out information on the local radio station – it would form part of the BBC Radio Sheffield breakfast bulletins every 15 and 45 mins past the hour and again in their main evening news at 5.15 and 5.45pm, if we are to be affected for the following day.

The radio station is to be found on MW 1035 and FM 88.6

ABBEY LANE PRIMARY SCHOOL’S AIM IS TO STAY OPEN
Spring Term 2008 Provisional dates: To be confirmed

	Date
	Event

	7.01.08
	School Starts for pupils

	8.1.08
	Govs Steering Group 6pm

	22.01.08
	Y6’s at Institute of Sport- am

	24.01.08
	Y1 Weston Park Museum trip – toy theme

	29.01.08
	Y6 trip to The Deep 
Governors School Effectiveness Sub Com 6pm

	4.02.08
	Dentist in for YR/Y1

Parents Evening 

	5.02.08
	Parents Evening

	11.02.08 – 15.02.08
	HALF TERM

	18.02.08
	INSET Day 5 staff training pupils not in school

	19.02.08
	School starts for pupils

	3.03.08
	Y1 Millennium Gallery Visit

	7.03.08
	Y6’s at Institute of Sport ( finals)

	13.03.08
	Full Govs 6pm

Class Communicators meeting 6pm in ICT suite

	17.03.08
	Y3/Y5 concert rehearsal pm

	18.03.08
	Y3/Y5 Concert performance pm and evening (6.45pm start)

	20.03.08
	Easter Service at St. Chads Church 9.30am

Last day at school. Finish at end of day

	24.03.08  - 4.04.08
	HOLIDAY

	7.04.08
	School starts for pupils











